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Approval of a bond proposition permits the State to borrow money for specified purposes such as schools, parks or prisons. It does not, however, give the State the authority to raise any income.  So, how does the State pay off bonds? In two ways





It can keep tax money that would have been returned to the cities and counties and pay off the bonds with those funds.  What do the cities and counties then do?  They either reduce services or ask us to pay more in fees or assessments to fund the public programs we think we need.  The other way the state pays off bonds is to use money that would have gone to some other state program.  





The bottom line is that every time we vote for a bond issue, we are also voting to reduce some level of service our community or the state is presently providing.  And we never know what the city, county or state will decide not to fund.





We complain that the politicians are spending too much money.  But we are the ones who keep telling them to borrow more.





It's strange to think about how much our governments are like us.  They avoid doing anything that’s unpleasant.  They'll spend money they don't have to get something they think they need right now.  When they get in over their heads, it's always someone else's fault.  Then they want to borrow money to pay off their current debts.  I wonder how they got to be that way?  





It's obvious what my bias is.  Bonds are for people who think they are going to get something for nothing.  They're like credit cards, get something for nothing today and worry about the bill when it's due.  Well the bill for all the bonds we've approved is more than due.  It's past due.





On the other hand taxes or assessments, like either the present one quarter cent Sonoma County Open Space sales tax or the Petaluma Area assessment for flood control, provide money up front to pay for the specific things we say are important to us.  





The big difference is that in voting to tax ourselves we make a positive decision that what we're going to get for the tax is worth the price.  We also know when we vote for a tax just what it will be used for.





We have the opportunity with Measures B and C on the March 7th ballot to decide, straight out and once and for all, if adding lanes to 101 and subsidizing transit in the county is something we’re willing to pay for.





If you think the widening and/or transit improvements will be worth it, you should vote for those improvements you are willing to pay for.  If you don’t, then don’t vote for them. But, either way, the future of transportation in Sonoma County will be decided March 7th.  We will all have to live with that decision.     





If you're going to vote for any bond, think about that for a while.  Ask yourself if you would vote for it as a tax.  If you wouldn't be willing to tax yourself for the purpose of the bond issue, then maybe it's not something worth doing.





We keep talking about government spending getting out of hand, but we are the ones who keep giving government permission, even direction, to spend money it doesn't have.  Who is really at fault?





But, no matter how you feel about bonds, taxes, who will be running for President or other offices, or how you feel about some of the ballot Propositions, vote.  If you don’t vote next Tuesday, you’re lettin
